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together to prevent aggression and to preserve peace, and, if
so, what measures they would be prepared to take in com-
mon. If these measures involved action, the plans of the
General Staffs would at once be taken into consideration,
and the Governments would then decide what effect should
be given to them.
Yours, &c.
E.  GREY.202
These Grey-Cambon letters fixed the relations between
the French and British Cabinets, so far as any written
statements were concerned, down to the outbreak of the
War. Sir Edward Grey continued to cherish the illusion
that he still had his "hands free"; and this was true as far
as the wording of the letters went. But as Mr. Campbell-
Bannerman and Mr. Asquith had pointed out, the military
conversations were dangerous in the encouragement they
gave to the French; and as Winston Churchill warned, the
new arrangement of the British and French navies, which
took place in the fall of 1912, tied England to France more
closely still. It created for England an inescapable moral
obligation to protect the coast of France in case of a war
between France and Germany—that is, to participate on
the French side no matter how the war arose. To be surer
Poincare was aware that Grey had carefully stated that if
there was reason to expect "an unprovoked attack/' the two
Governments would "discuss" whether they would act to-
gether. He knew that Grey would have to reckon with a
strong pacific group within the British Cabinet and among
the British people; with them it would make a great dif-
ference how the war arose. Hence he was very careful, as
will appear in connection with the crisis of July, 1914, to
make it appear that Austria and Germany were the aggres-
sors. The French military authorities also, in drawing up
"Plan XVII" (which in a modified form was the plan of
'202 Grey, If 94 f.

